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Mia Tang has a lot of secrets.
Number 1: She lives in a motel, not a big
house. Every day, while her immigrant
parents clean the rooms, ten-year-old
Mia manages the front desk of the
Calivista Motel and tends to its guests.
Number 2: Her parents hide immigrants.
And if the mean motel owner, Mr. Yao,
finds out they've been letting them stay
in the empty rooms for free, the Tangs
will be doomed.
Number 3: She wants to be a writer. But
how can she when her mom thinks she
should stick to math because English is
not her first language?
It will take all of Mia's courage, kindness,
and hard work to get through this year.
Will she be able to hold on to her job,
help the immigrants and guests, escape
Mr. Yao, and go for her dreams?!

 Front Desk- By Kelly yang

Books celebrating Asian
American Pacific Islander

(AAPI) Characters and
Culture for ages 8-12

SSP2P Mission:
All families caring for someone with

special needs will receive the support and
resources they need to feel empowered,

encouraged and supported. 

www.ssp2p.org / 360.352.1126

During uncertain times, we are
able to find comfort and wisdom
in books and courage from
authors. The fight against racism
will take all of us, and one way to
begin is by sharing AAPI stories,
culture, food, experiences and
voices. We hope these books are
just the beginning of your reading
journey to explore and embrace
other cultures, traditions and
beliefs. 



Hello, Universe-  By Erin
Entrada Kelly

Virgil is a painfully shy introvert who
admires Valencia, a deaf classmate, from
afar. He consults with Kaori, a budding
entrepreneur psychic, and her sidekick
sister Gen, about his future. Chet is the
class bully that inadvertently sends all four
children on an adventure that forces them
to face their fears and forge true
friendships. The story is beautifully and
precisely written, punctuated by frequent
Filipino folklore and often scary
storytelling from Lola, Virgil’s
grandmother.

Twelve-year-old Cici immigrates from
Taiwan and does her best to fit into
her new Seattle school, but finds well-
meaning friends that are a bit
confused about her ethnicity. She
sorely misses her grandmother, so
she joins a cooking competition in
hopes of winning the grand prize to
pay for grandmother’s ticket to visit
the U.S. It’s an incredibly relatable
story about a girl wanting to make
her family happy while struggling to
pursue her passion in her own
authentic way.
 The book weaves through the
family’s immigrant challenges and
focuses on conflicts of assimilation
and acculturation. 

Measuring Up- By Lily
LaMotte & Ann Xu

When Lily and her family move in
with her sick grandmother, a
magical tiger straight out of her
Halmoni's Korean folktales arrives,
prompting Lily to unravel a secret
family history. Long, long ago,
Halmoni stole something from the
tigers. Now they want it back. And
when one of the tigers approaches
Lily with a deal--return what her
grandmother stole in exchange for
Halmoni's health--Lily is tempted to
agree. But deals with tigers are
never what they seem! With the
help of her sister and her new
friend Ricky, Lily must find her
voice...and the courage to face a
tiger.

When Youo Trap a Tiger- 
 By Tae Keller


